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Hunton CEP School: History Overview 
 

EYFS 
Understanding of the World: ELG Past and Present 
Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  
- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class; 
 - Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class 

and storytelling 
Term 1 

 
Fantastic Me! 

 

 Talking about 
our families and 
their roles in 
society. 

 Sharing and 
talking about 
significant 
events in our 
own lives e.g. 
birthdays. 

 How we change 
as we grow up. 

 People who help 
us (police, 
nurses, doctors, 
fire officers, 
dentist) 

Term 2 
 

Let’s 
celebrate!  

 Christmas 
traditions 
and how 
these have 
changed 
over time. 

Term 3 
 

Polar Regions 
 

 How 
Antarctica 
and the 
Arctic have 
changed 
due to 
global 
warming 
(ice caps are 
melting.) 

 Famous 
Polar 
explorers   

Term 4 
 

Growing 
  

 History of 
Easter 

 

Term 5 
 

London 
 

 The history 
of transport, 
landmarks 
and London 
as a city.  

 Similarities 
and 
differences 
between the 
past and 
present. 

 Who are the 
Royal 
family? 

Term 6 
 

Beside the 
seaside 

 Focus on 
lifeguards 
and their 
role in 
society 

 Traditional 
seaside 
holiday 
compared 
to now 

 

Bannerman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year A 

 

Transport  
 
 
 
 
 What transport is 

used today? 
 How did the 

development of the 
trains change 
people’s lives? 

 How has transport 
changed over time? 

 

The lives of significant 
Individuals 
 
 
 Who is Neil Armstrong? 
 What were Neil 

Armstrong’s 
achievements? 

 How has the discovery of 
space developed over 
time? 

 Did the moon landing 
happen or not? 

 
Significant 
historical events, 
people and places 
locally 
 
 Who is Queen 

Elizabeth II? 
 Why are we 

celebrating the 
jubilee? 

 What makes a 
Queen 
successful? 
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 What boats have 
been successful over 
time? 
 

 

How did his life impact on 
our lives today? 

 Where does the 
Queen live and 
why? 

 Who is the 
Queen’s family 
and who is heir 
to the throne? 

 What has 
changed within 
the UK from the 
Golden and 
Platinum 
Jubilees? 

 
 

 

Year B 

 

Events beyond 
living memory 
 
 When was the Great 

Fire of London? 
 How did the fire 

start? 
 Who was to blame? 
 What were the 

damages of the fire? 
 What impact did the 

fire have on 
London? 

 Why was Samuel 
Pepys significant? 

 
 

 

The lives of significant 
Individuals 
 
 Who is Florence 

Nightingale? 
 What were Florence 

Nightingales 
achievements? 

 What did other people 
think of Florence 
Nightingale? 

 How did her life impact 
on our lives today? 

 

 
Significant 
historical events, 
people and places 
locally 
 
 Who was Charles 

Dickens? 
 How did class 

division in the 
Victorian times 
affect education? 

 Why was Charles 
Dickens 
important to the 
Victorian era? 

 What did Charles 
Dickens do for 
society?  

 

 

 

 

 



 
‘Live Life in all its fullness.’ 

 
Compassion, Joy, Respect, Perseverance  

 

 

 

 

Porteous 
 Term 1 Term 3 Term 5 

Year 
A 

 

Prehistoric Britain 
 

 How do we know about 
life in the Stone Age? 

 Which animals lived 
during the Ice Age? 

 What were the 
different periods in the 
Stone Age? 

 What was like in a 
Stone Age Settlement? 

 How did the Bronze 
Age change how 
humans lived? 

 Who were the Celts, 
and what was life like 
for them? 
 

 

Ancient China 
 

 How do we know 
about the Shang 
Dynasty? 

 How did the Shang 
Dynasty begin? 

 What was life like for 
people in the Shang 
Dynasty? 

 What did the Shang 
people believe? 

 Who was Fu Hao? 
 How did the Shang 

Dynasty end? 

 

Ancient Greece 
 

 How was Ancient 
Greece organised? 

 What was the 
Golden age of 
Greece? 

 What did the 
Greeks believe? 

 Who were the 
Ancient Greek 
philosophers? 

 Who won the 
Peloponnesian 
war? 

 Why was 
Alexander so 
Great? 

 
 

Year 
B 

 
Roman Britain 

 
 How did the Roman 

Empire become so 
powerful? 

 How did the Roman 
conquer Britain? 

 Why did Boudicca lead 
a revolt against the 
Romans? 

 How did the Romans 
change Britain? 

 What did the Romans 
believe? 

 
Anglo-Saxons and 

the Scots 
 How do we know 

about the Anglo-
Saxons? 

 Who invaded Britain 
after the Romans 
left? 

 What was life like for 
Anglo-Saxons? 

 What did the Anglo-
Saxons believe? 

 What was heptarch? 
 Why did the Anglo-

Saxons build forts? 

 
Vikings 

 
 Why did the 

Vikings invade 
Britain? 

 What happened at 
Lindisfarne in 
793AD? 

 Why did Alfred 
sign a treaty with 
Gurthum? 

 Were the Vikings 
the first Europeans 
to discover the 
Americas? 
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 Why did the Romans 
leave Britain? 

 
 

  Who were the 
Norse Gods? 

 Did King Cnut try 
to stop the tide 
from coming in? 

 

 

Borton 
 Term 1 Term 3 Term 5 

Year 
A 

 

Benin Kingdom 
 

 How did the Benin 
Kingdom begin? 

 What was life like for 
the Edo people in 
Benin Kingdom? 

 How were trade links 
established and what 
goods were traded? 

 What led to the Civil 
War in the 1700s? 

 What was the 
Transatlantic Slave 
Trade? 

 Why did the British 
colonise Benin and 
what impact did this 
have? 

 

Medieval Monarchs 
 

 In 1066, who was 
the rightful heir to 
the throne? 

 Who was 
responsible for the 
death of Thomas 
Beckett? 

 Who was the worse 
King: Richard of 
John? 

 In what ways, was 
Edward I a ‘great 
and terrible’ king? 

 Why did Henry VIII 
initiate 
Reformation? 

 Was Elizabeth I 
‘weak and feeble’? 

  

 

Middle East 
 

 How was the 
Kingdom of Israel 
established? 

 Why was the 
Middle East 
important to 
different religions? 

 What was the 
Ottoman Empire? 

 What events led to 
the Arab-Israeli 
war in 1948? 

 Why did Israel and 
Arab nations fight 
wars, and how did 
it change who 
controlled the 
region? 

 Where does the 
Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict stand now? 

  

Year 
B 

 

Industrial 
Revolution 

 
 What were the key 

features of Victorian 
society? 

 How did living 
conditions change 

 

Civil Rights 
 

 What was the United 
States if America like 
in the 1950s? 

 Why did Oliver 
Brown take the 
Board of Education 

 

Twentieth 
Century Conflict 
 What caused the 

First World War to 
break out? 

 Why were so many 
lives lost on the 
Western Front? 
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during the Industrial 
Revolution? 

 How did working 
conditions change 
during the Industrial 
Revolution? 

 What inventions 
revolutionised the 
lives of British people? 

 How did the Industrial 
Revolution change our 
local area? 

 What political changes 
took place during the 
Industrial Revolution? 
 

to the Supreme 
Court?  

 Why didn’t Rosa 
Parks give up her 
seat on the bus/ 

 What was Dr Martin 
Luther King Junior’s 
dream? 

 Why did 3200 
people march from 
Selma to 
Montgomery? 

 What is the Black 
Lives Matter 
movement and why 
is it needed? 
 

 Was the Treaty of 
Versailles fair? 

 How did Hitler rise 
to power in the 
1930s? 

 What was life like 
in Nazi Germany? 

 Was the Second 
World War 
inevitable? 

 
 
 

 


